
COMS 130 GTA Observation 
 
Instructor: Cecilee   Observer: Myleah Brewer 
Class: COMS 322  Topic: Group nonprofit   Date: April 25, 2023 
 
Key: 
Green= Excellent 
Yellow= Proficient 
Red= Needs Improvement 
Blank= Not Applicable 
 
Class Summary:  
Cecilee started the class with a reminder of instructions for their group speech. She allowed space for 
students to ask questions before their presentations. She gave a clear outline of the day’s agenda and 
reminders for the semester. During their presentations, students exemplified understandings of effective 
public speaking in their thorough research, presentation aid, organization of content, delivery, and ability 
to conduct a Q&A session. Students’ proposed nonprofits were thoughtfully researched and aligned with 
inclusive, diversity, equity, and access goals. For example, students proposed nonprofits that benefited 
unhoused and disability communities in the Lawrence area. During the Q&A session, Cecilee encouraged 
students to ask thoughtful questions that investors may ask. Students seemed comfortable asking 
questions and were thoughtful about the proposed nonprofits’ operations. Groups answered questions 
well, which exemplifies Cecilee’s emphasis on thorough research and creativity. Students seemed 
comfortable with Cecilee and each other as they asked her questions and talked amongst themselves 
before and after class. Cecilee addressed students by their first names and had rapport with several 
students. Overall, Cecilee displayed her expertise in public speaking (thoughtful and strategic lecture) and 
her pedagogical commitment to creativity and embodiment (providing students a safe space to practice 
concepts and being a model of effective communication). Group presentations showed that students are 
internalizing course concepts and are able to apply such concepts while working collaboratively.   
 
I. Command of Subject/Choice of Content 
 
 • clearly identifies key concepts  
 • provides student-centered examples 
 • goes beyond textbook material 
 • encourages students to think critically  
 
Comments: 
Cecilee started the class with a reminder of instructions for the group nonprofit speech. Before groups 
presented, Cecilee reminded students of the applicability of the concepts learned: collaboration, research, 
creativity, and effective communication. Cecilee also reminded students of the importance of delivery. 
Group presentations confirmed students’ understanding of course concepts.  
 
During the Q&A session, Cecilee encouraged students to think critically about the nonprofits and to ask 
thoughtful questions. Groups exemplified their thorough research and ability to effectively answer 
questions. 
 
 
II. Structure/Management of the Lesson 
 
 • Makes the agenda for the day clear 
 • Sequences parts of the lesson logically 
 • Includes a variety of elements (i.e., not just lecture) 
 • Makes the central point of activities (if applicable) clear in the debriefing 



 • Reinforces central idea of the lesson 
 • Manages time effectively 
 
Comments: 
At the beginning of the class period, Cecilee provided a clear schedule for group presentations. She 
started with 5 minutes of housekeeping and instructions. The rest of the class period consisted of group 
presentations, question and answer session, and feedback.  
 
 
 
III. Instructional Communication 
  
 • shows interest in the subject matter and in students 
 • Provides clear directions for activities 
 • uses students’ first names  
 • is receptive to students’ views 
 • answers student questions knowledgeably 
 • manages discussion effectively (if discussion is part of the lesson) 
 
Comments: 
Cecilee gave clear instructions of how the Q&A session should be structured. Students asked appropriate 
and thoughtful questions. Students seemed comfortable asking questions and interacting with Cecilee. 
Groups answered questions confidently and effectively. Most groups presented without notes and were 
appropriately prepared.  
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